DTU RETIREES MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 8, 2011

President Tina Skipper opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance  and a moment of silence.  AJ’s Restaurant served brunch.

Peter Browne introduced our speaker Sheila Elroy, a certified Master Gardener who spoke on the topic Spring Gardening.  
She pointed out that there are two ways to grow gardens,  from seed (the most economical ) or from seedlings. Florida has two growing seasons and now is the time to grow tomatoes.  Most plants need six hours of sun daily and a nearby water source.
  An important factor in successful gardening is the soil’s PH level which measures the numerical ability of plants to use the nutrients from that soil.  The Duval Agricultural Extension Center will measure a sample of your yard dirt to determine its PH level.   PH  levels can be raised by purchasing commercial products or by using  kitchen compost such as coffee grounds and eggshells. You can also get elephant dung from our local zoo. The best soil mixture contains 20% nitrogen, 10% phosphates and 5% potash.
Tomatoes, eggplants and peppers should be transplanted from pots (cups with a hole punched in the bottom).  Root vegetables such as carrots and beets should be directly planted in the soil. Generally, it’s best to plant late in the afternoon on a cloudy  day.  Watering is best in the morning before 11a.m.  Most seedlings should be planted  no deeper than twice their width.

Some natural pesticides are garlic and peppers; also plants can be sprayed  with a mixture of 2 teaspoons of dish detergent in a gallon of water.  The Extension Center can answer questions about pests.

The Duval County Extension Center offers classes for individuals to become   certified as Master Gardeners.  Courses run for four or 5 months , one day a week for  six hours.
Tomato plants were distributed by Ms. Elroy to our members.

The DTU Retirees Constitution and By-Laws were ratified after some discussion in which changes to the section of the Constitution on eligibility for membership were made.  The Constitution and By-Laws will be available on line at the DTU website.

David Hertz conducted nominations for our officers.  Gary Kirkland nominated Tina Skipper for President,’ Tina Skipper nominated Gary Kirkland for Vice President;  Gary Kirkland nominated Ann Douglass for Secretary;  Jackie Stubbs nominated Mayola Robinson for Treasurer.

In accordance with the new Constitution and  by-laws,  elections will be held  at our April meeting.  
Respectfully submitted; Ann Douglass. Secretary
